COASTER CLIP 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Children enjoy erecting and collapsing temporary structures of playing cards on a 
suitable horizontal supporting surface. These structures are unstable and, occasionally, 
can collapse while a child wants the structure to rem ain upright. 

The present invention is directed toward new and inexpensive arrangements for 
preventing such collapse. These arrangements employ a plurality of flat thin card-like 
members and a plurality of inexpensive devices which detachably receive such members 
and support same in position upon a suitable horizontal supporting surface. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the principles of this invention, each device takes the form of a 
thin plastic element having a flat central region provided with a plurality of spaced apart 
radially extending fingers that extend from the region and define the outer edge of the 
element. These fingers are arranged into first and second finger sets, each set containing 
a like number of fingers. 

Each two adjacent fingers are separated by an intermediate radially extending slot 
extending from the central region to the outer edge. 

Each finger has an enlarged outer end so that the width of each slot is reduced at these 
enlarged ends and is otherwise itself enlarged. The outer ends of the first set of adjacent 
fingers are disposed at discrete positions along a circular arc. The outer ends of the 
second set of adjacent fingers are disposed at discrete positions along a straight line. 
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The first and last fingers in the second group have outer edges which can define 
parallel lines which are perpendicular to the straight line. 
Illustratively, there are four fingers in each set. 

In use, a plurality of these devices can be disposed in spaced apart positions with the 
outer ends of some elements in the second group resting upon a suitable support surface. 

Structures can be erected by inserting thin card like members in the various slots,_ 

connecting them as desired. Other devices can be supported by connected cards and 
disposed above the support surface. 

The thickness of the members is smaller than the enlarged slot widths and is 
somewhat larger than the reduced thickness of the slot widths so that the members are 
held firmly in position but can be removed with slight force as desired. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a preferred embodiment of a device in accord with the 
invention. 

Figure 2 is a side view of the device taken along line 2-2 in figure 1 . 
Figure 3 is a perspective view showing the invention in use. 
Figure 4 is a side view of the structure shown in figure 3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring first to figures 1 and 2, a thin flat plastic element identified generally at 8 
has a flat central region 10 provided with eight spaced apart radially extending fingers 12, 
14. 16, 18, 20, 22, 24 and 26 which extend from the region and define the outer edge of 



2 



the element These fingers are arranged into a first set of fingers 12, 14, 16, and 18 and a 
second set of fingers 20, 22, 24 and 26. 

Each two adjacent fingers are separated by an intermediate radially extending slot 28 
that extends from the central region to the outer edge. Each finger has an enlarged outer 
end 30 so that the width of each slot is reduced at these enlarged ends and is otherwise 
itself enlarged. -The ou^ _ 
discrete positions along a circular arc. The outer ends of the second set of four adjacent 
fingers are disposed at discrete positions along a straight line. 

The first and last fingers in the second group have outer edges 32 which can define 
parallel lines which are perpendicular to the straight line. 

As shown in figures 3 and 4, a plurality of thin card-like members 34 can cooperate 
with a plurality of elements 8 to form structures as previously explained. The thickness 
of each card is slightly larger than the reduced minimum of the slots and is somewhat 
smaller than the enlarged slot widths. Thus any portion of a card can be inserted and held 
by friction in a slot in an element, but a user can easily overcome the friction and remove 
the card as desired. 

Some of the elements must have their straight line ends engaging a supporting surface, 
while others can be elevated as shown. Any structure can be assembled or taken apart by 
hand as desired. 

While the invention has been described with particular reference to preferred 
embodiments, the protection sought is to be limited only by the terms of the claims which 
follow. 



